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                   Marines:: 
                                           First, I want to thank everyone  

                                        who supported me resulting in  

                                     my election to Commandant  

                                    of the Department of Texas.  

                                       Thanks to the Deane  

                                 Hawkins Detachment for  

                                hosting the 2010 annual Depart- 

ment of Texas Convention in El Paso. Commandant Robert Way 

and his Detachment members went out of their way to insure 

that a good time was had by all. My wife and Aide de Camp, 

Janet, enjoyed the camaraderie with other wives and members. 

 In the short time between June 5th and July 15th we were 

busy. We participated with Eastex Detachment military float in 

the Independence Day Parade on July 3rd, two color guard 

ceremonies, and  hosted  a  party  at our  lakeside  home after the  

parade. On July 6th, I attended the Change of Command 

Ceremony of 1st Battalion, 23rd Marines, in Houston, TX. The 

new Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Mark Horowitz,                             

assumed  command  with  his  unit  scheduled  to  outpost  to  

Afghanistan later this year. 

 
 



                     We also attended the Department of  

                Oklahoma annual Convention on the   

                    Cherokee Nation in Tahlequah,                                                                             

                     Oklahoma, July 8th ï 11th. We  

                              appreciated the hospitality of  

                            Commandant Ed Lawrence and 

                             their members. 

                                 On July 12th I had a  

                             bone spur removed  

from my left heel. Hopefully, I can get  

out of this boot in another two weeks  

and start healing while getting back to 

 work.  

 We now have 40 Detachments with  

two more forming. This next year is 

going to be busy and challenging.  

                                                     Iôm looking 

                                                         forward to  

                                                            visiting  

                                                             Detachments 

                                                      throughout Texas  

                                                  and attending the  

                                                           MCL National   

Convention in Greensboro, NC, August 5th - 8th.  

 

 

 

 
 

Robert ñBobò Ogg 

Department of Texas Sr. Vice Cmdt.       

(903) 652-5601 (H)                                               

robertogg@msn.com 
 

 The convention  in  

                                                       El  Paso was  

                                      outstanding. We had a 

                                              super good time and I 

                                             am confident that our 

                                            accomplishments were 

                                            many. The only        

                                              problem we had was  

                                              

 

getting there. The                                   

drive was a b_ _ _h ï  

no more drive-a-thons!  

 I am professionally and  

personally exuberant to be  

elected as Department Sr. Vice 

 

 

Commandant. I take my oath of office very 

seriously  and pledge to do my very best. I will 

address every Department problem within my 

realm of authority.  

 Thirty seconds after I was confirmed as Sr. 

Vice Commandant in El Paso, a  

Detachment Commandant handed me  

an activity report. I was elated with  

such prompt attention to that  

requirement. Since then, my elation  

has turned to disappointment. As of  

this writing, I have received Activity  

Reports  from  seven,  thatôs  7,  

Detachments. One report has one listing. That is 

somewhere between poor and p_ _ _ poor. Activity  

                           Reports can be submitted  

                            quarterly, but my gut feeling is  

                              that there is a whole lot of stuff  

                                               going on at each  

                                              Detachment, but no  

                                           one is taking care of the  

                                        paper work. The report  

                                    form is on the Department  

                                  website and you donôt have to 

be a rocket scientist to fill it out. 

 It is on to Granbury for the Fall Staff Meeting. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the Comanche 

Peak Detachment will show us all a good time.  

We had a Devil Dog Growl there and it was super.  

I will see you there.  

 

 
 

 

Amado Trevino  

Department of Texas 

   Jr. Vice Commandant 

(361) 852-3900 (H) 

atrevajvt@aol.com 
 

 Thank you Department membership for 

allowing me the privilege of serving you as 

Department of Texas Jr. Vice Commandant. As 

one of my primary duties I will work diligently to 

the recruitment and retention effort. I wish to work 

with  the  District  Vice  Commandants  to come up  

with a recruiting strategy that will increase our 

membership.    
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Dennis Bradford 

Department of Texas 

    Judge Advocate       

(936) 569-8789 (H)                                               

padrebucky@yahoo.com 
  

 It is an honor to be your Judge 

Advocate. I have large boots to fill since I follow a        

                                                                long line of  

                                                      excellent JAs  

                                            including Al Kotrla  

                                                            and Bob Ogg.   

                                                 While I know many  

                                                 of the Marines and  

                                               Navy Corpsmen in  

our ranks, I certainly do not know all.  I should 

explain why I sought the office and what you can 

expect from me. 

Like most of us, I feel a kinship with the 

Marines I have met, and also like all of you, I 

believe in the goals and principles of the United 

States, the Marine Corps, and the  

League.  Consequently, it is to further  

those goals and principles that  

I ran for Judge Advocate.   

 Many years ago I  

studied ancient philosophy in  

college and I came to value the  

ideas of Socrates, Plato, and  

Aristotle. Their views of right, just,  

and good have served me well over the years.  

Moreover, the study of law taught me respect for a 

system that administers and applies those values.  I 

also learned the meaning of a fiduciary 

responsibility.  Put simply, I have the responsibility 

to all of you to be the best Judge Advocate I can.  

This is our League and we must take good care of 

it. 

As far as what you may expect from me, I also 

believe in the concepts of team, respect, courtesy, 

and common sense. Another way to put it is I 

advocate application of the 

  

 

 

 

treat everyone as you wish to be treated. If we 

remember it when difficulties arise, then we shall 

be better prepared to take the steps necessary to 

work it out. It is easy to become focused on oneôs

own side of the story and lose sight of the other 

guyôs position. Common courtesy dictates that we 

recognize that we could be wrong, or more likely, 

not one hundred percent correct. 

 I  am  not  a  hip-shooter.  If all  else fails and it  

                               becomes necessary to  

                             communicate with me directly,  

                                    do not expect a quick fix. I  

                                            shall research each  

                                           issue thoroughly and  

                                        formulate a response  

                                            based upon the same  

                                       documents which should 

                             guide your actions including the 

Leagueôs By-Laws and Administrative Procedures. 

Do not, however, forget to revisit the oath we took 

when we joined the League. There is much wisdom 

and direction contained therein. These are the 

documents which guide our efforts. I cannot stress 

enough that everything we need to answer most 

questions and resolve most conflicts can be found 

there. 

 Finally, I must thank  

all of you who supported  

my candidacy. I would not  

be here without you. I look  

forward to working with all of you in the coming 

year.   

 

 

 

                                           
 

 

Robert ñBobò Otto 

Department of Texas Chaplain 

(210) 623-4433 (H) 

rkotto@sbcglobal.net 

 During the period of August  

through October the country will have several 

different ceremonies and dedications that we will 

commemorate.  

 As  Marines  we  will   remember the dates that 

the United  States  Marine Corps participated in all  

the past wars  or  conflicts.  To  mention just a few  

 

 TEXAS M ARINE  SUMMER  Edit ion                   - 3 -                                            August 2010  

- 



                                     are the landing at Pusan of  

                                        the 1st Provisional Marine  

                                        Brigade at Pusan, Korea,  

                                         on August 2, 1950; the  

                                       landings at Guadalcanal on  

                                       August 7, 1942, in the first 

                    of many engagements against the 

Japanese Empire; and VJ Day on August 14, 1945. 

 In September the 1st Marine Division landed at 

Inchon on September 15, 1950; Camp Pendleton 

was founded on September 25, 1942;  

and the most  

famous was 

September 11th,  

2001, with the 

attacks on New York City, the Pentagon, and in 

Pennsylvania of which the USA is still paying back 

those who planned and trained the terrorists from 

that day. 

 In October we have the memorial services for 

those  Marines  who  were killed in the bombing in  

                                                  Beirut, Lebanon. If  

                                               you havenôt visited 

                                              the memorial at Camp 

Lejeune you should try to go and walk around it. It 

is truly outstanding. MCRD Parris Island was 

established after moving from Norfolk, VA, on 

October 24th and lastly, on October 31st Chesty 

Puller retired as a Lt. Gen. in 1955. 

 These are just some of the events  

that happened during these months and  

we should all remember in our prayers  

those Marines and Navy Corpsmen  

who were there and in some cases  

gave their lives for their friends and  

our country. Many are still considered MIAs or 

POWs and their families are also in need of your 

prayers. 

               Many of us will be at the National  

                               Convention in Greensboro, NC,  

                                     when this newsletter is sent  

                                    out. If you are planning on  

                                     attending the convention  

                                    have a safe trip there and on  

                                your return home. Travel  

                                 safely and I hope to see all of  

                                     you at the  Department staff 

meeting in October in Granbury, TX. 

 

  

   

                                             

 
                    Texas Veterans Newsletter  

                     is available to any MCL  

                     member or any Veteran.  

                     It pertains to the Veterans 

                     of the State of Texas and 

is  available at  www.tvc.state.tx.us. 

  

 Some of the highlights of the current 

newsletter are: 
 

Breaking Ground on Newest Texas State  
Veterans Home 
 

By Jeff Williford, Austin Texas Veterans 

Commission, July 22, 2010é 
 

                Ceremonial shovels dug into the East  

                               Texas soil and signaled the  

                                 beginning of construction on the  

                                newest Texas State Veterans Home. 

                                 ñTexas State Veterans Homes are  

                               where honor lives, and this will be  

                                  the best one weôve ever built,ò said  

                                 Texas General Land Commissioner 

                             Jerry Patterson in his opening remarks. 

 On May 19, 2010, state and local leaders  

along with a crowd of Veterans and residents  

gathered at the Camp Fannin Veterans  

Memorial for the official groundbreaking  

ceremony of the stateôs eighth Texas State  

Veterans Home, located in Tyler, Texas. 

 The new home will be built on the former  

site of Camp Fannin, an infantry training camp that  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

operated during the height of World War II from 1943 

to 1946. The heavily wooded, 20-acre tract is located in 

                                                 northeast Tyler  and  was   

                                                donated  by the University 

                                                of Texas Health Science  

                                                Center at Tyler. 
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      ñWe hope to continue to do all we can to make sure 

that all the Veterans of East Texas have access to all the 

services that they deserve. And they deserve a lot for 

their service,ò said Dr. Kirk Calhoun, President of the 

University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler. 

 The facility has yet to be named, but when it is 

completed, the home will consist of ten cottages and 

one common building. Each cottage is designed to 

encourage social interactions, mixing the best 

communal aspects of a home while still maintaining 

privacy and independence for residents. 

 The  home  will   serve  area  Veterans  who  need 

extensive health care services,  

including skilled-nursing  

care, assisted living,  

Alzheimerôs care and  

rehabilitative services.  

Local Veterans say it is  

comforting to have  

facilities like this in case  

living alone becomes impractical 

or dangerous. ñIt means if I ever do get to where I need 

constant help itôll be a great savings to me and a great 

help to me,ò said James Holmes, a Tyler resident and 

WWII Veteran. 

 The new Texas State Veterans Home will join 

seven others across the state in Amarillo, Big Spring, 

Bonham, El Paso, Floresville, McAllen, and Temple. 

 The Texas State Veterans Home in Tyler should be 

open to veterans and their spouses  

by the Fall of 2011. 

  

 

 
 

 Among those who spoke during the ceremony were 

Texas General Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson,  

 

 

 

Vice Chair T.P. OôMahoney, Texas Veterans  

Commission, State Representatives Tommy Merritt and 

Leo Berman, Smith County Judge Joel Baker, Tyler 

Mayor Barbara Bass, and Dr. Calhoun. 

 

 

New Scholarship for the Children of Some 

Deceased Veterans 
 

Benefit Honors Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry 
 

WASHINGTON, May 14, 2010 ï The children of 

military personnel who died in the line of duty since 

September 10, 2001, can apply for an educational 

scholarship similar to the new Post-9/11 GI 

Bill.  Benefits are retroactive to August 1, 2009. 

 The scholarship, which is administered by the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, is named after Marine 

Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry, 28, a Texas native 

who died in Iraq in 2006 while disarming an 

explosive.  He is survived by three young children. 

 ñThe Fry scholarship represents this nationôs 

solemn commitment to care for  

children whose mothers and fathers  

paid the ultimate price for our  

country,ò said Secretary of Veterans  

Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.   

 VA began accepting  

applications for the Fry  

scholarship on May 1, 2010. For  

more information or assistance  

applying, call toll-free  

1-888-GIBILL -1 (1-888-442-4551), or  

visit the VA GI Bill website at www.gibill.va.gov. 

 VA estimates nearly 1,500 children will receive 

benefits under the Fry scholarship program in 

2010.  Recipients have 15 years to use their benefits, 

beginning on their 18th birthdays, through their 

33rd birthdays. 

                   Eligible children attending institutions  

                                       of higher learning may receive  

                                       payments to cover their tuition  

                                               and fees up to the highest  

                                       amounts charged by a public,  

                                                in-state undergraduate  

                                        institution. A monthly living  

                                     allowance and stipend for books  

                                      and supplies are also paid under 

this program.   

 VA will begin paying benefits under the Fry 

scholarships on August 1, 2010.  Eligible  participants  
may receive benefits retroactively to August 1, 2009, 

the same day the Post-9/11 GI Bill took effect.    
  

 

 

 

T.P. OôMahoney, Vice Chair of the Texas Veterans 

Commission, speaks at the groundbreaking of the newest 

Texas State Veterans Home in Tyler, Texas, with Jerry 

Patterson, General Land Commissioner, and Bill 

McLemore, VA Liaison, looking on. 

Photo by James Warren, Texas Veterans Commission 
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Eligible children may be married. Recipients are 

entitled to 36 months of benefits at the  

100% level. 

 When dependents are also  

Veterans or service members  

eligible under the Montgomery GI  

Bill Active Duty, Montgomery GI  

Bill for Selected Reserves, or the  

Reserve Educational Assistance  

Program (REAP), then they must relinquish their 

eligibility under those programs to receive benefits 

under a Fry scholarship. 

 

 

Proposes Change to Aid Veterans Exposed to 

Agent Orange 
 

Proposed Regulation Change Adds Illnesses to List 

of Diseases Subject to Presumptive Service 

Connection for Herbicide Exposure  
 

WASHINGTON, April 14, 2010 é Well over 100,000 

Veterans exposed to herbicides while serving in 

Vietnam and other areas will have an easier path to  

                                                  qualify for disability pay  

                                                   under a proposed  

                                                  regulation published by  

                                                      the Department of  

                                                  Veterans Affairs (VA)  

                                                           that adds three new 

illnesses to the list of health  

problems found to be related to  

Agent Orange and other herbicide  

exposures. 

 ñThis is an important step  

forward for Vietnam Veterans  

suffering from these three  

illnesses,ò said Secretary of  

Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki.  

ñThese warriors deserve medical care  

and compensation for health problems they have 

incurred.ò 

 The regulation follows Shinsekiôs October 2009 

decision to add the three illnesses to the current list of  

                                           diseases for which service  

                                             connection for Vietnam  

                                               Veterans is presumed. The  

                                                    illnesses are B cell  

                                                leukemias, such as hairy  

                                             cell leukemia, Parkinsonôs  

                                            disease, and ischemic heart  

                                                                 disease. 

 The Secretaryôs decision is based on the latest 
evidence of an association with widely used herbicides 

such as Agent Orange during the Vietnam War, as  

 

 

determined in an independent study by the Institute of 

Medicine (IOM). 

 Even though this is a proposed rule, VA encourages 

Vietnam Veterans with these three  

diseases to submit their  

applications for compensation  

now so the Agency can begin  

development of their claims  

and so they can receive benefits  

from the date of their  

applications once the rule  

becomes final.  

 Comments on the proposed rule will be accepted 

over the next 30 days. The final regulation will be 

published after consideration of all comments received. 

 ñWe must do better reviews of illnesses that may be 

connected to service, and we will,ò Shinseki added. 

ñVeterans who endure health problems deserve timely 

decisions based on solid evidence.ò 

 Over  80,000  of  the  Veterans  will   have their past  

                                                 claims reviewed and may  

                                                be eligible for retroactive  

                                                  payment, and all who are  

                                                  not currently eligible for  

                                                  enrollment into the VA  

                                                   healthcare system will  

                                                            become eligible. 

                                                     During the Vietnam  

                                             War, the U.S. military used  

more than 19 million gallons of herbicides for 

defoliation and crop destruction in the Republic of 

Vietnam. Veterans who served in Vietnam anytime 

during the period beginning January 9, 1962, and 

ending on May 7, 1975, are presumed to have been 

exposed to herbicides.  

 Used in Vietnam to defoliate trees and remove 

concealment for the enemy, Agent Orange and other 

herbicides left a legacy of suffering and disability that 

continues to the present. 

 The new rule will bring the number of illnesses 

presumed to be associated with herbicide exposure to 14 

and significantly expand the current leukemia definition 

to include a much  

broader range of  

leukemias beyond  

chronic lymphocytic  

leukemia previously  

recognized by VA. 

 In practical terms,  

Veterans who served in  

Vietnam during the war  

and who have a ñpresumedò illness donôt have to prove 

an association between their illnesses and their military 

service. This ñpresumptionò simplifies and speeds up 

the application process for benefits. 
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 Other illnesses previously recognized under VAôs 

ñpresumptionò rule as being caused by exposure to 

herbicides during the Vietnam War are: 
 

¶ AL Amyloidosis, 

¶ Acute and Subacute Transient Peripheral 

Neuropathy, 

¶ Chloracne or other Acneform Disease 

consistent with Chloracne, 

¶ Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia, (now being 

expanded) 

¶ Diabetes Mellitus (Type 2), 

¶ Non-Hodgkinôs Lymphoma, 

¶ Porphyria Cutanea Tarda, 

¶ Prostate Cancer, 

¶ Respiratory Cancers (Cancer of the lung, 

bronchus, larynx, or trachea), and  

                         ¶  Soft Tissue Sarcoma (other than  

                                                        Osteosarcoma,  

                                                   Chondrosarcoma,  

                                                Kaposiôs sarcoma, or  

                                                Mesothelioma). 
                                        

                                              Additional information  

                                   about Agent Orange and  

                    VAôs services for Veterans 

exposed to the chemical are available at      

www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Submitted by Harry Bruce 

(936) 856-6257 (H)  Å harry.bruce@suddenlink.net 
 

 Marine Sgt. James ñEddieò Wright, USMC 

(Ret.) was the recipient of a  

home presented by the  

ñHelping a Heroò  

organization and Semper Fi  

Fund on July 12, 2010, in  

Conroe, TX. Eddie lost both  

arms and forearms in a RPG  

explosion in Fallujah, Iraq,  

in 2004. Despite his injuries,  

Eddie led his team to safety  

while directing his Marines in combat resulting in 

26 enemy kills. He was awarded the Bronze Star 

with Combat ñVò for his heroic actions.   

 The keys to the beautiful home were presented 

to Sgt. Wright by former Vice President of the 

United States, Dan Quayle. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Note of interest:  Eddie proposed to his 

girlfriend Cody Fife on bended knee at this event 

and she accepted... she is seated in the ñkey 

presentationò photo (red dress).    

  Eddie told me he does plan to join Eastex 

Detachment soon.   
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTEX DETACHMENT  

Conroe  
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VP Quayle with Eastex Detachment members from 

left, Stan Cillissen, Commandant Bob Costanzo, 

and Harry E Bruce, Past Department of Texas 

Commandant. 

 

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/PUBLICHEALTH/exposures/agentorange/conditions/chloracne.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/PUBLICHEALTH/exposures/agentorange/conditions/porphyria.asp
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/agentorange


 

Submitted by PDD Ron Tomonelli 

Pack Leader, Pack of Texas 

                                                  (903) 786-8243 (H)          

                                              rttexoma@texoma.net 

 

                                          Woof! Woof! 
                    I want to give a big thanks  

                                               to the Deane Hawkins 

                                                       Detachment for  

                                                        letting us dogs  

                                                        have our Grand  

                                                      Growl in El Paso.  

                                                      Other than PDD  

                                                     A.K. and H.H., I  

                                                       think we all had  

                                 a barking good time. I know in  

                                October at the Fall Staff Growl 

those two dogs will be happy dogs! 

 We had six pups advance to Devil Dogs and 

our Mad Dog, a.k.a. PDD Taylor Rice, did a great 

job in getting those pups ready for  

advancement. 

 As you know, our pack  

project has been to give  

a special needs tricycle  

to a deserving child at  

our Grand Growl. We  

were unable to do that in  

El Paso, so we are planning to present one at our  

                             Fall Growl in Granbury in  

                                           October. 

                             Below is the list of the  

                                       Pack Officers for  

                                                     2010-2011: 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 In closing, a reminder to all Pound Keepers and  

Dog Robbers - it is very important that you send 

your passport fees to Kennel. Last year the 

donations were down because Pounds did not send 

them as required.  In addition, the  reports  required 

                                       by the Kennel, Pack, and  

                                    the IRS need to be done by  

                                         the time specified in our  

                                         bylaws. 

                                              I hope you keep your  

                                 paws sharpened and tails  

                                       wagginô til our next Growl 

in October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commandantôs  

Communications 
 

Jim Laskey 

 

 

 

 The Young Marines of the Marine 

Corps League is an organization that the members 

of this League can be proud of. The National Sr. 

Vice Commandant Vic Voltaggio and I just 

returned from the 2010 National Young Marines 

Adult Leaders Conference. I can truly say that this 

conference was one of the best that I have attended. 

 Mike Kessler and his staff at the Young Marine 

Headquarters put together one of the most 

memorable conferences of all time. The group 

                                 ñHomeland ò(Larry Tidwell,  

                                      Carl Jones, Boyce Smith,  

                                          and Ed Jones) performed  

                                      a medley of patriotic songs  

                                      dedicated to the support of  

                                       our troops and veterans.  

                                        During their entire  

                                   performance, the audience  

                             was mesmerized by their music  

                                                       and songs.  

 The  conference  was  both exciting and educa- 

tional. My sincere  thanks  to  Gene Overstreet, the 

                  Barking Dog .. DD Alex Azer                    

                   Watch Dog .. DD Bill Hamby 

Police Dog  ééé PDD Robert Hurtado 

Mad Dog  ééééé  PDD Taylor Rice 

Dog Trainer  é......  DD Dennis Bradford 

Smart Dog  éé..  PDD George Simpson 

Dog Robber  ééééé  PDD Bob Otto 

Jr. Vice Pack Leader  é PDD Bob Quinn 

Sr. Vice Pack Leader .. PDD Harry Bruce 

Sr. Past Pack Leader  é..   PDD Bob Ogg 

Pack Leader  éé.   PDD Ron Tomonelli    
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12th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, for his 

insight, Office Joe Lusignan for a great class on 

ñDrug Demand Reduction Education,ò and Col.  

Charles Tyrian, USMC (Ret.) on self improvement 

and leadership. The highlight of the Grand Banquet 

was a performance by the singing duo of 

Massachusetts State Trooper (retired) and Marine 

Dan Clark and his wife, Mary. The entertainment 

was nothing short of electrifying.  

 Marines, you can be proud of your Young 

Marine of the Year for 2009 ï Kayle Hill. Her 

demeanor and presentation during her remarks 

were exemplary. The climax of the evening was 

the naming of the Young Marine of the Year for 

2010 ï Casey Scott of Quantico, VA. My 

congratulations go out to Casey on a job well done. 

As your National Commandant, I am extremely 

proud of the work that this wonderful youth 

organization has accomplished over the years. 

 As most of our members are aware, I have 

placed a high priority over the last two years on 

establishing new revenue streams. One program 

that I wanted to redevelop was the  

corporate sponsorship program.  

I am pleased to announce that  

Glock Inc. has become the  

first member. My sincere thanks  

to Marine veteran and Vice  

President Gary Fletcher of  

Glock Inc. for his support of  

this dynamic program. I have  

sent out some additional letters to offer other 

companies an opportunity to join with us in 

supporting our mission and our veterans. 

 Additionally,  I  have  instituted a new award to  

                        recognize those active duty Marines  

                           and other individuals who have  

                                demonstrated exceptional  

                                 leadership to our Corps. The  

                                    National Commandantôs  

                                      Award for Leadership  

                                     Excellence was presented at  

                                    Marine South to our first  

                                  recipient, Lieutenant General 

(Ret.) Ronald Coleman. We would like to thank 

Glock for its support of the League in this venture 

by donating an engraved Glock pistol to our first 

recipient. 

 As my second term as your National  

 

 

 

Commandant comes to  

an end, I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank 

our Executive Director 

Mike Blum, your Board 

of Trustees, staff at  

Headquarters, and the  

many committee members  

for all their guidance and  

support throughout the past two years. It has been a 

great tour, and I want to especially thank the 

membership of the Marine Corps League for their 

kindness and help. 

 Please keep our Marines who are serving in 

harmôs way in your thoughts and prayers. I ask you 

to please continue to support our United States 

Marine Corps and its programs that are so vital to 

their overall mission. 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

By Ben Gilbert 

Global Post 
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Afghanistan: In Marjah, US Forces Battle for 

Hearts and Minds  
 

Months after the invasion of Marjah, few signs of 

progress. 

 

Combat Outpost Coutu, Afghanistan...  The 
stomach turning ñthudò of  

an exploding homemade bomb on a  

recent hot July afternoon blew into the  

small villages and across the wheat fields  

that make up Lima Companyôs area of  

operations in northern Marjah. 

 Marines based at Combat Outpost  
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Coutu  had  left  several  hours  earlier on a routine 

patrol  to  link  up  with  and  resupply troops from 

another small base nearby. 

 Thomas Henderson, a Navy corpsman, or 

medic, was walking in the middle of the patrol. He 

had just joined Lima Company that morning, 

replacing another corpsman who had been shot in 

the arm and leg three days earlier. 

 As Hendersonôs patrol approached a bottleneck 

on their route, a man hiding in thick foliage nearby 

watched quietly. Using a wire connected to a 

directional anti-personnel mine, the man detonated 

the charge in the middle of the patrol - where high-

value Americans, like commanders or corpsmen, 

are usually located. 

 The blast tore into Henderson. He was badly 

wounded by the shrapnel. The Marines stabilized 

him and called for a helicopter evacuation. 

 Hours later, as the dirty and sweat-soaked 

Marines walked back into camp, one of  
                                  Hendersonôs fellow Marines  

                                                 wearily took off his  

                                                             helmet. 

                                         ñWell, that was another  

                                           shit sandwich,ò he said.  
                                              As a unit under the  

                                      3rd Battalion, 6th Marine  

                                 Regiment, one of two Marine  

                            battalions attempting to stabilize 

Marjah, Lima Companyôs experience shows the 

challenges ahead for what was supposed to be a 

symbol of the new American commitment to 

bringing Afghanistan under the sway of the Kabul- 

based Afghan government of President Hamid 

Karzai. 

 But in the six months after  

15,000 U.S., British, and Afghan  

troops sought to evict the Taliban  

from Marjah in Operation  

Moshtarak (ñtogethernessò), the  

local government here is still  

weak. Security isnôt much better;  

                                                   Marine helicopters                

                                             wonôt land at Marjahôs  

                                             District center, the seat  

                                             of government,  

                                             because theyôve taken  

                                            fire there. 

                                          In northern Marjah,  

                                           where Lima Company  

                                           

 

operates, thereôs no government at all, no schools  

and no police ï only the Marines and the Afghan 

army. The Taliban ambush them daily and plant 

roadside bombs at will. 

 Lt. Col. Brian Christmas, Commander of the 

3rd Battalion, and his personal security detail, have 

been blown up 16 times in their daily missions 

around the area. The Marines prefer to walk in 

order to avoid IED-laced roads. And even when 

walking, they try to stay off the dirt paths that wind 

through the fields and orchards between Marjahôs 

collection of small villages. 

 ñThe fighting is more intense now than it was 

in the initial stage of the assault, at least for us,ò 

said Capt. Joshua Winfrey, Commander of Lima 

Company. 

 More than half of 3rd battalionôs fatalities have 

come from Lima Company - five out of nine. The 

majority of those killed have been this spring and 

summer, months after the initial assault on Marjah. 

Among the companyôs 150 men, more than 20 

have been critically wounded. 

 The fighting has picked up since the lucrative 

poppy harvest ended in May. The Marines say the 

Taliban basically declared a cease-fire during the 

harvest because local civilians needed the revenue 

to survive for the year. The Taliban also takes a cut 

from the harvest, if not actively participates in the 

poppy trade. 

 ñNow the Taliban have nothing to protect, so 

they can go all out and not worry about their 

income getting destroyed,ò said Cpl. Brandon 

Kelly, 23, a Lima Company Marine from Kiowa 

Falls, Ohio. 

 Kelly said Marines expect a firefight on every 

one of their daily or twice daily patrols. 

 ñYouôre paranoid,ò Kelly said. ñItôs a very 

terrifying experience. You walk out and itôs not if 

Iôm going to take contact today, itôs when am I 

going to take contact.ò 

 Winfrey estimates that he needs five times the 

troops he has now in order to take control of the 

area. That means itôs nearly impossible to protect 

his troops to the degree heôd like. Even worse, he 

said, he canôt fulfill the first tenet of the 

counterinsurgency strategy: protecting the 

population. 

 As   a    result,    Afghans   rarely   support   the  

Americans  publicly.  Theyôre  largely on the fence,  

Winfrey  said,  ñbecause  we  have  not given  them  
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